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NUMBER OF HOMELESS IN YAKIMA COUNTY DROPS
             
YAKIMA – Each year, on the last Thursday in January, community volunteers canvass Yakima County as they conduct the Point in Time survey of people who are homeless.  The results of this year’s survey show the Homeless Network of Yakima County is making significant progress toward their goal of a 50-percent reduction in the number of people who are homeless in the county by 2014.

In the last year there has been a 25.5-percent decrease in the overall number of individuals experiencing homelessness in Yakima County, as well as a 27.7-percent decrease in the number of unsheltered individuals (unsheltered individuals are those who are living outdoors, in a vehicle, or in a building considered unfit for habitation).  Another positive finding from this year’s survey was a significant decrease in the number of people who “couch surf” or stay with family or friends.  This number dropped from 490 last year to 275 this year, a reduction of more than 43-percent.
The overall number of people who are sheltered by agencies in our community did increase slightly this year.  Currently 610 people, 61-percent of those who are homeless in Yakima County, have shelter and are working towards self-sufficiency thanks to a variety of programs managed by members of the Homeless Network of Yakima County as well as other independent groups.

While the number of people who are homeless in Yakima County has been moving downward for the past couple of years, this year’s dramatic decrease can be attributed to almost one-million dollars in Federal Stimulus money provided through the Department of Housing and Urban Development's (HUD) Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-housing Program (HPRP).  HPRP provides short term assistance to prevent people in housing from becoming homeless or rapidly re-house people who are currently homeless.
Not all of this year’s numbers are positive though.  The number of children under the age of 18 who are homeless decreased from 298 last year to 241 this year, but the percentage of children who are homeless compared to adults has increased by almost three-percent.  Another striking statistic is that for the first time in the six-years the Network has been tracking sources of income, the number of individuals who are receiving Social Security outnumber the people who have no source of income.

The Homeless Network of Yakima County has made significant progress toward attaining its goal, but much work still remains.  The Network would like to thank all the volunteers and donors who assisted with this year’s survey.  Without their help we would not be able to conduct this annual survey.

The survey was conducted by the Homeless Network of Yakima County and is a requirement for jurisdictions that receive federal funding from HUD.  For more information please contact Tim Sullivan, Yakima County Department of Human Services Housing & Homeless Programs Manager, at (509) 574-1522.
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